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" Is't writ in your revenge

That, swoopstake, you will draw both friend and foe,
Winner and loser?"

Though there, as the Clarendon Press Editors point out, the
metaphor is slightly confused.

239-43. I may be .. forth, I may be all yon say, for there Is
no man so free from these frailties (negligence, folly, fear), that
in the thousand and one occasions of life they do not now and
then exhibit themselves, put forth, shoot out, as a bud, leaf,
branch, etc.

243-51. In your ... wisest, to deal with all these charges, 1
would say, * If ever I was obstinately negligent in your anairs,
such negligence is to be put down to folly, not to intentional
betrayal of your interests ; if ever, again, my folly was of a
deliberate, persistent character, this was due to a want of
consideration of the result to be expected ; if, lastly, I ever
hesitated through fear to do a thing the (successful) issue of
which I doubted, anything the execution of which when done
cried out against the non-performance of it before, the fear then
shown by me was such as often infects even the very wisest of
men.' The interpretation of the clause "whereof ... non-per-
formance " is Singer's. Malone refers to many passages in-
which Shakespeare has got himself into difficulties with nega-
tives, e.g. M. V. iv. 1. 161-163; Lear, ii. 4. 140442; T. -tV. ii.
2. 19, and below, in this play, iii. 2. 55-58 (to which may be
added Jtfacb. iii. 6. 8-10); but when he says that Shakespeare
should have written either * against the performance' or 'for
the non-performance,' he seems to mistake the sense, since it was
for not doing something that he ought to have done that Camillo
here apologises.

252, allowed, excused by everybody, permitted without con-
demnation.

255. By its own Yisage, in its own likeness, as it really was.
if I then ...mine, if I then disown it, you may believe that it
was no offspring of mine. There seems here to be an allusion to
a father refusing to acknowledge a- child.

256-62. Ha1 not you .. slippery. The construction is, Have
you not seen, or heard, or thought my wife, etc., the clauses
u but that's ... horn," "for to ... mute/' and "for cogitation ...
think " being parenthetical. Eye-glass means the retina of the
eye, not, as now, a glass worn in front of the eye to aid the sight.

259-60. For to a ... mute, for in cases where the fact is so
plain to see there is sure to be plenty of gossip about it.

260, 1. for cogitation ... think, for a man who does not
think such a thing must be entirely without the faculty of
thought.